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Dignitaries and AAA executives 
welcome inaugural Tiara Air 
Maracaibo flight 



Tiara and AAA executives welcome the first Maracaibo flight 


hat is now Aruba’s only home- 
based commercial airline, 
Tiara Air, inaugurated their 
new Aruba/Marcaibo/ Aruba 
route yesterday afternoon, De¬ 
cember 17, with the arrival of 
29 passengers from the 
Venezuelan city and a ribbon 
cutting in the V.I.P. room of the 
Reina Beatrix International 
Airport. 

Venezuelan Consul General 
to Aruba, Dr. Jesus Javier Arias 
Fuenmayor, was on hand to 
welcome his compatriots to 
Aruba, and with the assistance 
of Tiara Air Managing Director, 
Alejandro Muyale, cut the rib¬ 
bon on this first flight brought 
in by Captain Aldrin Wever. 

Continued on page 5 



Alejandro Muyale receives a gift of appreciation from AAA 
Director Peter Steinmetz 


MAMBO hosts a tremendous 


shopping event for the last 


Saturday before Xmas 



MAMBO, Oranjestad’s main 
street merchants association, 
invites the community to a 
final fantastic shopping event 
today, the shopping Saturday 
before Christmas. The main 
street in town will be closed 
to motorized traffic and be¬ 
come on giant shopping mall 
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

According to a MAMBO 
spokesperson, a vast variety 
of merchandise at bargain 
prices will be offered with 
sidewalk sales and deep dis¬ 
counts throughout all stores. 
Whether seeking Christmas 
presents our that special hol¬ 
iday outfit, one is bound to 
find exactly what they are 
looking for. 

There will be entertain¬ 
ment is by local Gaita and 


music groups with regional 
and traditional holiday music, 
as well as DJ’s who will set 
the mood for shopping. 

Santa Claus has informed 
he plans to stop by greet all 
youngsters and young at 
heart. Those interested in 
having their picture taken 
with Santa & Snow Girl can 
do so next to Fuji Image and 
Djiespie’s place, located on 
the far eastern end of the 
main street, from 3:00 p.m. 
until finish of the day. 

MAMBO members would 
like to thank the entire com¬ 
munity for the support they 
received throughout 2010, 
wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
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* Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 

Le Petit (a*fe 


^o/*7d/TCj cat 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - 11 AM 


Le Petit C&fe 


£fane Cfri££ PeJtaorant & Bat every Day /raa* 5-7 pa* 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 
with bacon, and link sausage, 
potatoes , toctst and coffee or tea * 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


nest Valid udt/i ad/teh phowcs&otiQj ofifehS oh doaponS 


AH served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
14 Pius 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


MOa/J>AY, AA2> A??Z2>AY: LjVE MtfSZC. 


E urope travel mayhem as arctic 
freeze stri kes agai n 


LONDON, England (AFP) - 
Snow swept Europe yesteriday 
causing travel chaos in the 
continent’s north, shutting Bul¬ 
garia’s major Black Sea ports 
and leaving Italian cities blan¬ 
keted in a rare covering. 

Britain’s national weather 
service, the Met Office, said if 
the cold snap continued it 
would set a new record for the 
month after two bitterly cold 
weeks in early December. 

With just days before 
Christmas, the weather condi¬ 
tions and plummeting temper¬ 
atures caused disruption for 
road, rail and air travellers with 
huge motorway tailbacks in 
Germany and warnings from 
traffic police in some parts not 
to venture out except in an 
emergency. 

In Britain and Northern Ire¬ 
land some airports were 
closed, roads were blocked and 
rail services including the Eu¬ 
rostar were delayed. 
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A snow covered train stands at a platform opposite an 
empty platform at Tonbridge Train Station in Tonbridge , 
England 


Heavy snow forced the clo¬ 
sure of Northern Ireland's 
Belfast International Airport, 
while runways were also 
closed at Exeter in southwest 
England and briefly at London 
City airport, which serves the 
capital. 

Delays were reported on 
trains nationwide and Eurostar 
trains between London and 
Paris and Thalys trains be¬ 
tween London and Brussels 
were subject to speed restric¬ 
tions causing delays of up to 
30 minutes. 

Christmas deliveries have 
already been hit hard, with a 
number of Internet retailers 
stopping deliveries in Scot¬ 
land. 

Temperatures fell to an av¬ 
erage of minus 0.7 degrees 
Celsius (30.7 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit), some 4.9 degrees below 
the normal average for the 
month of December. 

In Ireland, the national me¬ 
teorological service issued a 
severe weather warning that 
cold temperatures and wide¬ 
spread snow would continue 
into next week. 

In Germany, snowfall 
caused motorway tailbacks of 
up to 40 kilometres (25 miles). 
Some regions reported short¬ 
ages of petrol as tankers got 
stuck. 


Western Europe's biggest 
mosque opens in the 
Netherlands 


More than 200 flights were 
cancelled at Frankfurt airport, 
the country's busiest, and more 
than 100 at Munich airport in 
the south. Both of Berlin's 
main airports also reported 
cancellations and serious de¬ 
lays with more heavy snow 
forecast. 

In Bulgaria, the largest 
Black Sea port of Varna was 
shut yesterday afternoon, 
while the other major port of 
Burgas re-opened around noon 
after a similar closure in the 
morning. 

Traffic police urged mo¬ 
torists to avoid travel in all of 
eastern Bulgaria except in 
emergencies, while many peo¬ 
ple were stranded in their cars 
by heavy snowfall in the north¬ 
eastern region of Dobrich. 

In the southeastern French 
city of Grenoble a motorist 
died after losing control of his 
car which overturned on fresh 
snow, police said. 

In Italy, rare snowfall dis¬ 
rupted the tourist destinations 
of Pisa and Florence, forced 
both airports to close and se¬ 
verely disrupted traffic and the 
region's rail network. 

Snow also fell briefly over 
Rome, where temperatures had 
dropped overnight to below 
zero, causing water in the cap¬ 
ital's fountains to freeze. 


THE HAGUE, The Nether¬ 
lands (AFP) - Western Eu¬ 
rope's biggest mosque 
opened yesterday in the 
Dutch city of Rotterdam, five 
years behind schedule with 
organisers blaming obstruc¬ 
tion from far-right politicians 
for the delay. 

The mosque, which is 
built with two 50-meter (164- 
feet) high minarets, can ac¬ 
commodate 3,000 

worshippers and will be a 
center for charity, mutual un¬ 
derstanding and forgiveness, 
said its chief adminstrator 
Abdelrazak Boutaher. 

Construction began in 
2003 and was slated to last 


for two years, but organisers 
said far-right opposition had 
delayed the project. 

"This horrible thing does¬ 
n't belong here but in Saudi 
Arabia," said Geert Wilders, 
the Dutch far-right leader, on 
his Twitter account. 

The mosque is funded by 
the A1 Maktoum Foundation, 
a charitable organisation es¬ 
tablished by Dubai's ruling 
family. 

Immigrants account for 
about 25 percent of the 
Netherlands' population, but 
anti-immigrant feeling is 
strong with Wilders' Party for 
Freedom making strong gains 
in this year's general election 



Photo shows First lady Michelle Obama (C) helping sort 
toys donated to the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys For 
Tots program at Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling in Washing¬ 
ton, DC. With only a few days until Christmas, Obama 
joined about a dozen Marines in sorting some of the 
100,000 toys that have been donated to children in need 
in the Washington, DC, area. (AFP PHOTO) 
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NaturaFPool Tour 


Rancho Daimari 



"THE BEST HORSEBACK RIDING IN ARUBA" 


Andicuri Tour 

'$78/PP 


THE ONLY RANCH 
IN ARUBA OFFERING 
TOURS TO THE 
NATURAL POOL 

'Ifiocn ^ateC 


Call Pirect for a $3 Discount 


fOR RESERVATIONS CALL OS AT 586-628*/ / 586- 628 S TAX 586-6280 EMAIL: arabaranchodaimari@hotmail.com 



Lighthouse Tour 
or Natural Pool tour 


$ 88.00 per driver 
102.00 per couple 

one driver + yassanger 


Agreement between White Yellow Cross 
and the Government to subsidize care of 
the elderly 



Director of White Yellow 
Cross (WYC), Gino Goeloe 
and Minister of Social Affairs, 
Michelle Winklaar yesterday 
signed an agreement that will 
benefit scores of elderly citi¬ 
zens needing specialized at- 
home care. Most of those 


needing this kind of care are 
unable to afford the cost for the 
care. 

The newly signed agree¬ 
ment will provide at-home 
care for those needing this with 
the cost for the care being car¬ 
ried by the government. It is 


believed that this type of care 
will reduce the pressure for 
finding suitable elderly care 
housing for our elderly who 
may be forced to relocate to an 
elderly facility so they can ob¬ 
tain this service. 

Many elderly in our com¬ 
munity still prefer to remain in 
their own homes with family 
and friends than to go to an 
elderly home. Families have 
traditionally cared for their 
elderly as far as this is possi¬ 
ble. However, there are situa¬ 
tions where the help of the 
WYC is necessary. And, it is in 
this context that this new 
agreement will be an excep¬ 
tional support to those caring 
for their elderly at home. 

Many of the island’s Eld¬ 
erly Homes are fully occupied, 
and caring for the elderly by 
family members at home is a 
welcome alternative. Yet, 
many family members lack the 
skills and know-how of certain 
care procedures; and it is here 
where the services of the WYC 
is always crucial. 

White Yellow Cross and the 
minister deliberated long over 
this project, but finally came up 
with the agreement that the 
government will purchase 1440 
hours of service time as a pilot 
project and later evaluate to as¬ 
certain whether this should be 
augmented at a later stage de¬ 
pending on the demand. 

The project consists of two 
parts: one part is called the 
non-professional assistance, 
such as cleaning, cooking and 
taking the elderly to doctor’s 
appointments, and bathing or 
tending to simple wounds that 
do not require any nursing 
skills. 

The other part is the profes¬ 
sional part, such as administer¬ 
ing medication orally and/or 
intravenously and the treat¬ 
ment and care of serious 
wounds requiring the skill of a 
trained nurse. 

The minister assured every¬ 
one that this project is part of 
her vision to provide the best 
of care for those who, because 
of their age, are unable to care 
for themselves. This is another 
effort of the government to im¬ 
prove the quality of life of our 
elderly. 



Revivexxx suspension 



ORANJESTAD - 
The Department of 
Medicine Inspec¬ 
tion announces that 
it is suspending the 
import on Re¬ 
vivexxx Extra 
Strength UPC 
(batch number) 
83547000207 made 
by EZVille’s Ltd. 

The U.S. Federal 
Drug Administra¬ 
tion performed 
analysis on the drug 
and confirmed it 
contain the ingredi¬ 
ent Tadalafil. This is 
an active ingredient 
found in Viagra which is a 
registered drug on Aruba. 

Revivexxx was also sus¬ 
pended because of its interac¬ 
tion with other drugs, such as 
nitrate, which is a component 
of nitroglycerine, an ingredi¬ 
ent found in heart drugs. 


The use of Tadalafil must 
be closely supervised by a 
house doctor. 

Revivexx users who may 
experience some discomfort 
are advised to contact the 
their house doctor immedi¬ 
ately. 


Heavy snow showers have 
brought Amsterdam, other 
Dutch cities to a standstill 


AMSTERDAM, The Nether¬ 
lands — The national meteor¬ 
ological institute (KNMI) 
issued a weather warning 
yesterday afternoon, calling 
on people to avoid travelling. 
In the middle of the rush 
hour, thousands of cars got 
stuck on motorways near 
Utrecht and Rotterdam. Up to 
10 cms of snow has fallen in 
the Western half of the coun¬ 
try, and the east will be af¬ 
fected too, making major 
traffic arteries unpassable. 

Rail services had just re¬ 
turned to normal following a 
disruption in Utrecht, the 
central hub of the train sys¬ 
tem, when the snow set in 
and led to widespread delays. 
Amsterdam has cancelled all 
of its bus services, as have 
bus companies in some rural 
areas. 

Weather forecasters say 
the snow is likely to continue 
throughout the weekend, 
with temperatures remaining 
below freezing until Mon¬ 
day. 

Amsterdam ’ s S chiphol 
airport has put up camp beds 
in departure lounges to cope 
with the hundreds of passen¬ 
gers to spend the night wait¬ 


ing for flights. 

The airport authority has 
called on all passengers not to 
come to the airport because 
almost all flights to European 
destinations have been can¬ 
celled because of the snow. 



Fixed $28.000 


(approx $10,000 in 
additional expenses) 

Must sell 
immediately! 

Flexibility and terms no 
problem 
Call: 6610096 
e-mail: 

Iindasanchez520@yahoo.com 
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‘What is hot and what is not 

“Belly buttons are erogenous zones 
no more; now it’s necklines and 
shoulders” 



people 

Remember 


It has a speak of its own, a 
glamorous, hot and sexy image 
and it has the aura of celebri¬ 
ties and movie stars wafting 
around it: the fashion world. In 
this world it is very normal to 
say things like: "Belly buttons 
are erogenous zones no more; 
it’s now necklines and shoul¬ 
ders”, or talking about jeans: 



"From very washed to very 
dark and the natural waist is 
back.” An in-depth look into 
this interesting world is pro¬ 
vided by local top designer 
Ronchi de Cuba, who has been 
making waves with his Trash 
label for the past few years. 

Talent abounds in Ronchi, 
who lights up like a candle 
when talking about his pas¬ 
sion: designing clothes. His 
store Trash by Ronchi in the 
Sibelius Street is hidden away 
in one of the side streets of the 
Adriaan Lacle Boulevard, yet 
everyone who is hip and cool, 
young or old, skinny or volup¬ 
tuous, finds his or her way to 
Trash. One can find men’s, 
girls’ and women’s clothes 
there in a wide array of colors, 
shapes and sizes. And espe¬ 
cially that last thing is very im¬ 
portant: Ronchi’s ladies sizes 


go from small to 
XXXX; in the 
men’s collection 
until size 46 in 
pants and XXX. 
The prices are 
surprisingly rea¬ 
sonable. 

"The Holiday 
collection is 
showing colors 
like violet, teal 
and turquoise, 
with a lot of 
black, black-and- 
white and the 
new black: 
grey,” says 
Ronchi. "The difference com¬ 
pared to last year is that there 
are fewer prints and more solid 
colors; only the animal prints 
continue. They have been in 
style for the past three years 
and won’t go away 
soon,” he predicts. The 
designer’s personal fa¬ 
vorite this year is the 
short, elegant cocktail 
dress, which started a 
year or two ago with 
movie stars and celebri¬ 
ties wearing them at the 
Oscars, the Grammy’s 
and MTV award shows. 

Of course evening 
dresses show a lot of 
skin, yet there is also a 
trend surfacing with cap 
shoulders and straight 
shoulder pads with 
elbow-length sleeves. 

The fabrics are luxuri¬ 
ous: silk charmeuse is a 
favorite. It is one of the 
most elegant materials on the 
planet, popular as a light¬ 
weight fabric that drapes beau¬ 
tifully. It is smooth and has a 
semi-lustrous shine to it. Vari¬ 
ous Trash designs show off the 
versatility of charmeuse to per¬ 
fection. Chiffon is also hot, es¬ 
pecially when combined with 
a striking leather jacket or con¬ 
trasting material. "The wow 
factor of the dress is now more 
the cut and the fabric than the 
color or print; mixing fabrics 
should be harmonious and 
eclectic, for instance a fun mix 
of a light wool jacket with a 
chiffon skirt,” explains 
Ronchi. 

But how does one go about 
designing four collections each 
year, and how does one fill an 
entire store with stunning retail 
fashion? That last question is 
easy to answer: Ronchi goes 
shopping in New York and he 
can select whatever he likes 
from special wholesale pick- 
and-choose designer collec¬ 


tions. He also carries several 
labels: for men that is the mod 
fit of Ben Sherman, Spanish 
label Desigual and Canadian 
Penguin; in ladies’ wear he 
carries Studio, Dana Kay, 
Jump Girl and Onyx, just to 
name a few. This year’s hottest 
suits for men are chocolate- 
colored, with Paisley ties or 
striped ties; casual wear is 
preppier than before, with 
skinny pants and a tee-shirt or 
shirt; of course you can find 
them at Trash. 

Trends are carefully 
watched and researched by 
Ronchi: the international fash¬ 
ion shows are covered exten¬ 
sively by magazines like 
Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar, 
but there is also a service from 
New York called Trend Watch. 
This service provides the an¬ 


swers to 'What is hot and what 
is not’ and it offers tips and 
hints for upcoming trends and 
dominant features that are 
making the grade. But 
Ronchi’s inspiration for his de¬ 
signer collection comes from 
music, art, people and movies. 
He keeps the two strictly sep¬ 
arated: "My designs are one- 
of-a kind, made with exclusive 
fabrics, which I sometimes de¬ 
sign myself. It is a niche mar¬ 
ket, not mass produced. His 
coming collection has been in¬ 
spired by Erte (1892-1990), 
the father of art-deco, Romain 
de Tirtoff. This Russian-born, 
diversely-talented 20th century 
artist flourished in a wide array 
of fields, including fashion, 
jewelry, graphic art and set de¬ 
signs. He used his initials R.T. 
as his name. 

Fashion is always on the 
move, on the prowl and on the 
go. Local designer and fashion 
guru Ronchi de Cuba is right 
on top of it. 




UNICASA 


Supermarket 


umcasa 

SUPERMARKET 


Bones found on Pacific 
island may belong to 
Amelia Earhart 


WELLINGTON, New Zea¬ 
land (AFP) - In one of avia¬ 
tion's most enduring mysteries, 
Earhart took off from Lae, in 
what is now Papua New 
Guinea, while attempting to 
circumnavigate the globe via 
the equator in 1937 and was 
never seen again. 

A massive search at the 
time failed to find the flyer and 
her navigator Fred Noonan, 
who were assumed to have 
died after ditching their Lock¬ 
heed Electra aircraft in the 
ocean, according to the Amelia 
Earhart Museum. 

Now aviation enthusiasts 
from US-based group The In¬ 
ternational Group for Historic 
Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR) 
say they have evidence sug¬ 
gesting the pair made it safely 
to Nikumaroro Island in Kiri¬ 
bati and lived as castaways. 

TIGHAR executive director 
Rick Gillespie said the group, 
which has carried out 10 expe¬ 
ditions to Nikumaroro over the 
past 22 years, found three 
small bone fragments on the 
uninhabited island earlier this 
year. 

Gillespie said the bones ap¬ 
peared to be part of a human 
finger, although they could 
also be from a turtle, and had 
been sent to the Molecular Sci¬ 


ence Laboratories at Okla¬ 
homa University for DNA 
analysis. 

Backing Gillespie's theory 
that Earhart ended her days 
stranded on Nikumaroro, he 
said TIGHAR also found arte¬ 
facts dating from the 1930s, in¬ 
cluding a woman's make-up 
compact, broken mirror and 
small US-made bottles. 

"We have every reason to 
believe that this is the site 
where Amelia Earhart lived 
and died as a castaway," he 
said. 

Gillespie said his decades- 
long quest to determine 
Earhart's fate had involved 
"many ups and downs", so he 
was not yet claiming to have 
definitive proof she washed up 
on Nikumaroro but the possi¬ 
bility was worth investigating. 

"The magic of the Earhart 
mystery is such that just hav¬ 
ing a bone, that may be a 
human bone, that may lead to 
DNA that may turn out to 
match Earhart's DNA is of 
great interest," he said. 

He said even if the Okla¬ 
homa DNA tests showed a link 
to Earhart, the bones would be 
tested by a second independent 
laboratory to verify the find¬ 
ings. "This has been a very rig¬ 
orous investigation," he said. 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 


• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 



Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 




V Malmok • Aruba 


Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 
Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

Vacation rental program 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-mail: rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


We Invite You Td Visit Our 
Model Villa & Town Home 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am - 6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


Dignitaries and AAA executives welcome inaugural Tiara Air 
Maracaibo flight 


Continued from page 1 



Traditional inaugural flight water cannon salute 


Venezuelan Consul General Dr. Jesus Javier Arias Fuen- 
mayor cuts the ribbon 


A line of island dignitaries in¬ 
cluding Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority representative Frits 
Israel and Director of the 
Aruba Airport Authority, Peter 
Steinmetz, also welcomed the 
incoming flight. Mr. Steinmetz 
congratulated Tiara Air on 
their great success of the last 
four years. Beginning with two 
flights a day to Curagao, the 
airlines has grown phenome¬ 
nally to now conduct 65 flights 
weekly to Punto Fijo, 
Venezuela, Riohacha, Colom¬ 
bia and the island of Bonaire. 

Mr. Steinmetz compli¬ 
mented Tiara Air management 
for their foresight in respond¬ 
ing to a need in the market and 
for their ambitious plans for 




Crew and first passengers of Maracaibo flight are wel¬ 
comed by island dignitaries and Tiara executives 


2011, including new destina¬ 
tions, which he could not re¬ 
veal at this time. He presented 
Alejandro Muyale a gift of ap¬ 
preciation for the bold man¬ 
agement and planning that has 
enabled a locally owned and 
based airline to expand their 
services so successfully. 

The new Maracaibo flight 
will depart and return to Aruba 
four days per week, every 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 


and Sunday. The plane used is 
a Shorts 360 which accommo¬ 
dates 33 passengers. Reserva¬ 
tions can be made by calling 
588-4278 or 582-0901, or vis¬ 
iting their ticket offices at the 
airport, Sabana Blanco and in 
Sun Plaza. For more detailed 
flight information and online 
reservations, visit their web¬ 
site: www.tiara-air.com. 

by Rosalie Klein 
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Sci-Tech 

Old catching up to young 
on internet 




Nissan’s Electric car Leafs battery 
'can be used at home' 


Older folks are closing ground on youngstersquick to 
leap on hot Internet trends such as social networking and 
online shopping, according to a Pew Research Center 
study. Photo depicts members of the Computer Grannies 
Society making computer graphics for their e-mails at an 
Internet cafe for elderly people in Tokyo. About 55 percent 
of'Older Boomers" ages 56 to 64 have watched video on¬ 
line, as have one-in-five members of the "G.l. Generation" 
ages 74 and older. 

Japan’s Sharp to ’build 
LCD lines’ for smartphones 

equipment next year, and 
mass production is scheduled 
to begin in the second half of 
2012, according to the paper. 

Smartphone demand is ex¬ 
panding worldwide, encour¬ 
aging major investment by 
Japanese electronics makers. 
Toshiba Corp. plans to build 
a factory at home to boost 
LCD supplies to Apple, the 
paper said. 


TOKYO (AFP) - Japan's 
Sharp Corp. will build pro¬ 
duction lines to make small 
and midsized liquid crystal 
displays for smartphones in¬ 
cluding Apple's iPhone, a re¬ 
port said Friday. 

Sharp will invest about 
100 billion yen (1.2 billion 
dollars) in the project with 
Apple shouldering a large 
portion of the sum and buy¬ 
ing most of the panels pro¬ 
duced, the Nikkei business 
daily said. 

A Sharp spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to comment on the re¬ 
port. 

Sharp has also supplied 
LCD panels for Apple's iPod 
touch music player. 

The production lines will 
be installed at Sharp's plant in 
Kameyama in the central 
Japan prefecture of Mie, 
Nikkei said. 

The plant, launched in 
2004 to produce large LCD 
panels for televisions, has 
been empty since Sharp sold 
production equipment to a 
Chinese electronics manufac¬ 
turer last year, the daily said. 

Sharp will start installing 

Dropbox updated 

Dropbox has been one of the 
easiest ways to sync files 
across multiple computers 
since its initial release in 
2008. On Thursday evening, 
the company officially rolled 
out version 1.0 of the pro¬ 
gram, bringing with it a 
whole host of improvements, 
including—to tne joy of 



TOKYO (AFP) - Renault- 
Nissan boss Carlos Ghosn 
has suggested that an electric 
car's rechargeable battery 
could be used in the home 
long after the vehicle has 
died. 

Ghosn made the claim in 


Apple releases Digital Camera Raw 
Compatibility Update 3.5 


Apple on Thursday released 
an update for Aperture 3 and 
iPhoto ’ 11 to add raw image 
support for certain Canon, 
Leica, Nikon, and Panasonic 
cameras. 

The list of lucky cameras 
supported in the Digital Cam¬ 
era Raw Compatibility Up¬ 
date 3.5 includes the Canon 
PowerShot G12, Leica D- 
Lux 5, Leica V-Lux 2, Nikon 
D7000, Nikon COOLPIX 
P7000, Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-GF2, and Panasonic 
Lumix DMC-GH2. The full 
list of cameras that Apple 
supports can be found on the 


The patch is 6.3MB in 
size, requires a Mac running 
OS X 10.5.8 or OS X 10.6.5 
or later, and can be down¬ 
loaded via Apple’s Website or 
Software Update. The com¬ 
pany notes in a separate 
Knowledge Base article that 
computers running OS X 
10.6.2 through 10.6.4 may 
not display this update via 
Software Update initially; as 
a solution, users are advised 
to run Software Update and 
update their Mac to OS X 
10.6.5. At that point, the up¬ 
date should successfiilly dis- 
play. 


company’s Website. 

to 1.0, brings selective sync to masses 


MacBook Air users every¬ 
where—support for selective 
folder sync. 

According to the com¬ 
pany, the update features 
“huge performance enhance¬ 
ments” thanks to a com¬ 
pletely rewritten back-end; 
Dropbox claims version 1.0 
reduces the strain on your 


Tokyo Thursday ahead of the 
Japanese launch in the new 
year of Nissan’s Leaf, an all¬ 
electric car for the mass mar¬ 
ket. 

He said the battery in the 
Leaf — expected to last 10 
years — would have a lifes- 

Google launches 

On Thursday, Google 
launched the Google Body 
Browser, said to be a Google 
Earth-like experience for the 
human body. 

Unfortunately, 
PCMag.com could not get 
the new application to work, 
a problem shared by at least 
one other commenter on the 
page. Google published the 
Body Browser as an in¬ 
browser tool. 

"Body Browser is a de¬ 
tailed 3D model of the human 
body," Google said in an in¬ 
troduction. "You can peel 
back anatomical layers, zoom 


pan "almost beyond that of 
the car", referring to the fact 
that the average duration of 
use of the car was expected to 
be shorter. 

"You can reuse it after in 
your home," said Ghosn, who 
is chief executive of Nissan 
and its partner Renault, tied 
through cross-shareholdings. 

Ghosn said Nissan had 
formed a joint venture with 
trading house Sumitomo. "It 
will buy used batteries to sell 
to individuals" to use in their 
homes for domestic applica¬ 
tions. 

Nissan, 45 percent of 
which is owned by Renault, 
relies heavily on its electric 
car business, in which it has 
already invested more than 
four billion euros (five billion 
dollars). 

'Body Browser’ 

in, and navigate to parts that 
interest you. Click to identify 
anatomy, or search for mus¬ 
cles, organs, bones and 
more." 

The Body Browser re¬ 
quires a browser, such as the 
beta version of Chrome, with 
WebGL. WebGL, a 3D 
graphics API that can be run 
directly within the browser, 
was implemented in the 
Chrome beta that was 
launched earlier this week. 

The 3D model, which is 
female, can also be rotated 
and zoomed in and out. 


computer’s memory by up to 
50 percent. And on the Mac, 
the entire program has been 
re-coded in Apple’s Cocoa 
framework for a smaller 
download size (a 20 percent 
reduction), and UI improve¬ 
ments have been made across 
all three platform offerings. 




utility 


73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 
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Go relaxed... 



Global Reach, Local Service 


Our Travel Insurance include 

1 Pandemic coverage like Swine Flu 
Coverage up to US$300,000.- in case of accidental death 
• 24 hour assistance 
In case of hospitalization or medical evacuation, 
insured is not required to pay in advance. 


Operating in 135 countries Worldwide for 111 years 


For more information please contact Indira Abath at American Home Assurance Company 
Tel 582-5500 Ext. 36 or email aharuba@chartisinsurance.com 


“Ideal for 
corporate 
as well as 
pleasure 
travel” 


Human rights court condemns Ireland 
over abortion 


Sex addicts fear intimacy, 
threatened by relationships: 
study 



Health & Living 


STRASBOURG,France 
(AFP) - The European Court 
of Human Rights recently 
condemned Ireland for oblig¬ 
ing a woman suffering from 
cancer and who feared a preg¬ 
nancy would worsen her 
health to have an abortion 
abroad. 

The court in a definitive 
ruling awarded 15,000 euros 
in damages to the com¬ 
plainant, a Lithuanian living 
in Ireland, saying her rights to 
privacy and family life had 
been violated. 

But it dismissed the plea of 
two Irish women who like the 
first had to travel to Britain to 
end their pregnancies because 
of Irish law making abortion 
a criminal offence if there was 
no risk to the life of the 
mother. 

The court found existing 
Irish procedures effectively 
made it impossible for the 
Lithuanian complainant to es¬ 
tablish this risk and avoid 
prosecution under a 150-year- 
old law providing for life im¬ 
prisonment for abortion. 

The woman, in remission 
from cancer and unaware that 
she was pregnant, had under¬ 
gone check-ups that were not 
advised during pregnancy. 



Combat Dengue 

Keep around 
your house 
and yard clean 



’’Once she discovered she 
was pregnant, she believed 
that there was a risk that her 
pregnancy would cause a re¬ 
lapse of the cancer and was 
thus concerned for her health 
and life," the court said. 

"She was also concerned 
about a risk to the foetus if she 
continued to term and claimed 
she could not obtain clear ad¬ 
vice. She therefore decided to 
have an abortion in England." 

"Although she believed her 
pregnancy put her life at risk, 
there was no law or procedure 
through which she could have 
that, and — as a result - her 
right to an abortion in Ireland, 
established," the court said. 

"It was evident that the 
criminal provisions of the 
1861 Act constituted a signif¬ 
icant chilling factor for 
women and doctors as they 
both ran a risk of a serious 
criminal conviction and im¬ 
prisonment if an initial doc¬ 
tor? s opinion that abortion 
was an option as it posed a 
risk to the woman?s health 
was later found to be against 
the Irish Constitution," it said. 

Recourse to the Irish courts 
was also ineffective, as the 
constitutional courts were not 
appropriate for the primary 
determination of whether a 
woman qualified for a lawful 


abortion. 

In the case of the other 
two, the court ruled that while 
most Council of Europe mem¬ 
ber countries had fewer re¬ 
strictions on abortion, the 
question of when life began 
came within an individual 
state's margin of appreciation. 

It concluded that the exist¬ 
ing prohibition on abortion in 
Ireland generally struck a fair 
balance between the right to 
respect of private life and the 
rights invoked on behalf of 
the unborn. 

The court referred to "the 
right to travel abroad to obtain 
an abortion and to appropriate 
pre- and post-abortion med¬ 
ical care in Ireland, as well as 
to the fact that the impugned 
prohibition in Ireland on abor¬ 
tion for health or well-being 
reasons was based on the pro¬ 
found moral values of the 
Irish people in respect of the 
right to life of the unborn." 

One of the two was unmar¬ 
ried, unemployed and living 
in poverty, with four children 
all of whom had been placed 
in foster care. 

A former alcoholic strug¬ 
gling with depression, she de¬ 
cided to have an abortion to 
avoid jeopardising her 
chances of reuniting her fam¬ 
ily. She paid for it in a private 
clinic in Britain with cash bor¬ 
rowed from a money lender. 

The second was not pre¬ 
pared to become a single par¬ 
ent. While initially she feared 
an ectopic pregnancy, she was 
aware that it was not prior to 
travelling to Britain for an 
abortion. 

The court found the psy¬ 
chological and physical bur¬ 
den undoubtedly suffered by 
all three women as a result of 
their travelling abroad for an 
abortion had not been suffi¬ 
ciently grave to represent in¬ 
human or degrading 
treatment. 


WELLINGTON,New Zealand 
(AFP) - Sex addicts feel 
threatened by intimacy and are 
more insecure about romantic 
relationships than the rest of 
the population, a New Zealand 
study has found. 

The survey of more than 
600 people found those who 
indulged in compulsive sexual 
behaviour felt anxious and in¬ 
secure about relationships and 
tried to avoid becoming too 
emotionally attached to others. 

Massey University said the 
study, conducted by psychol¬ 
ogy honours student Karen 
Faislander under the supervi¬ 
sion of a practising clinical 
psychologist and an academic 
specialist, was the first of its 
type in New Zealand. 

Faislander said sex addic¬ 
tion, which made headlines 
this year with revelations 
about Tiger Woods' love life, 
was a complex condition that 
had not been researched as 
thoroughly as areas such as 
substance abuse or depression. 

She said the term "sex ad¬ 
dict" first emerged in the early 
1980s and there were 29 other 
terms in scientific literature 
that described the condition, 
including sexual compulsivity, 
excessive sexual desire disor¬ 
der and hypersexuality. 

The preferred contempo¬ 
rary term is out-of-control sex¬ 
ual behaviours (OOSCH). 

"It's widely misunderstood 
and stigmatised," Faislander 
told AFP. 


"There's no known ef¬ 
fective treatment. We 
don't know what causes 
it or how we treat it." 

Because of the em¬ 
barrassment people feel 
discussing the subject, 
Faislander's study used 
an anonymous online 
survey to quiz 621 peo¬ 
ple about their sex lives. 
407 identified them¬ 
selves as sex addicts 
while 214 were not. 

The survey asked if they 
engaged in online sex, prosti¬ 
tution, sex in public or with 
multiple partners, as well as 
examining areas such as alco¬ 
hol use and feelings of self 
worth. 

"The OOCSB group re¬ 
ported higher rates of insecure 
styles of attachment, charac¬ 
terised by a perspective of re¬ 
lationships as threatening, and 
feelings of either anxiety to¬ 
wards or avoidance of close¬ 
ness or intimacy," the study 
found. 

In contrast, non-sex addicts 
found intimacy desirable and 
rewarding, felt secure in rela¬ 
tionships and regarded their 
partners as trustworthy. 

Faislander said studies esti¬ 
mated 3-6 percent of the pop¬ 
ulation had the condition in the 
US, where sex addiction clin¬ 
ics have sprung up in recent 
years treating stars such as 
Woods, actor David Duchovny 
and comedian Russell Brand. 

She said no such treatment 
was available in New Zealand, 
where self-help groups includ¬ 
ing Sex and Love Addicts and 
Sexaholics Anonymous use 
12-step programs based on 
those pioneered by Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 

While Faislander's study 
was not peer reviewed, she 
hopes to gain a doctorate in 
clinical psychology and con¬ 
duct further research on treat¬ 
ing out-of-control sexual 
behaviours. 
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I n the mood for BBQ-discover 
where islanders go: Baby 
Back Ribs 



Every town has this ideal lo¬ 
cation for a terrific restaurant, 
but eateries come and go be¬ 
cause none quite gets the 
recipe right for good food 
and appealing price; Oranjes- 
tad had such a spot at the far 
end of its main street, and 
brother Merly and sister 
Joanne Kelly came up with 
the solution. The island am¬ 
biance allows diners to relax 
and watch as the world goes 
by, offering a window on 
local life. 

Arubans love their barbe¬ 
cue, but so many places offer 
it, you better be sure you 
have the quality at the right 
price with appealing side 
dishes to compete. Baby 
Back Ribs has occupied this 
cute little corner for three 
years now, and is an unquali¬ 
fied success. Luncheon and 
dinner time you will see the 
locals lined up to either take 
home a serving stacked with 
a large selection of favorite 
regional dishes, such as Sate 
or the always popular stan¬ 
dards of BBQ chicken or ribs. 

Baby Back Ribs has been 
such a success it earned a 
spot in the Lonely Planet 
Caribbean Guide, which is 
dedicated to finding those 
great out of the way places 
tourists rarely discover and 
offer an authentic taste of 
their destination. Kristina and 
Shawn arrived on a cruise 
ship all the way from Alaska 



Your Source for 

Local News in English 

Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 
Tel: 588-9517 
Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: 

themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 



Shawn thanks lonely planet for a great recommendation 


and confirmed that searching 
out Baby Back Ribs was well 
worth the effort. They shared 
the restaurant’s ample portion 
of succulent spare ribs and 
awarded it two thumbs up. 

Aside from the regular 
menu, the eatery offers at 
least three specials per day; 
usually costing $5.50 for a 
regular portion and $7 for the 
large, enough to feed two. 
They stay open late to cure a 
case of after disco munchies, 


and you can pre-order to take 
back to your timeshare or 
hotel room by calling 582- 
4410. 

If you are planning a shop¬ 
ping trip to town, pencil it in 
as your lunch stop and be 
sure to order one of their 
great homemade sauces, such 
as Chimichuri Picante or Pa¬ 
paya Pica for an authentic 
taste of island cuisine. 

by Rosalie Klein 



The Queen’s offers 
an authentic taste 
of Aruba! 


Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorpora¬ 
ting unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild Cucum¬ 
ber Stew and a particular light 
fish chowder accompanied by 
the local specialties pan bati 
(com meal pancake) and fun- 
chi (the local version of po¬ 
lenta.) Thus, eating out at the 
authentically Amban res- tau- 
rant, The Queen’s, is very af¬ 
fordable, with a true taste of 
regional cuisine. 


into local cuisine. “We will 
definitely return to The 
Queen’s,” they affirmed, “the 
food was delicious and the 
prices are more than right.” 

The menu sports a variety 
of steaks and tenderloin, fresh 
caught seafood, Caribbean lob¬ 
ster, and of course, one of our 
favorites, and what we con¬ 
sider a true test of local cui¬ 
sine, “Keshi Yena”- “Filled 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 



Grandma’s stoba with classic rice & beans and homemade 
potato beet salad 


Owner Varella Innocencia 
confesses she opened her 
restaurant in Oranjestad be¬ 
cause “I grew up with this, and 
loved serving people our island 
food. My father and mother op¬ 
erated the little restaurant 
across from the Americana, 
which some may remember, the 
original Arawak. I remember 
how much our customers loved 
trying the local food, and they 
especially loved the prices!” 

Varella’s mom, Luisa, is 
still in the kitchen, conjuring 
up the delicious dishes that 
have been in her family for 
generations, which is acknow¬ 
ledged on the menu with 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak. 

We also bumped into island 
visitors Jim and Callie from 
Michigan, who were eager to 
try island food, and were more 
than pleased with their venture 


gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lent that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 
ciously picturesque meal. 

Located next to the Harbor 
at the end of the Weststraat, The 
Queen’s is open from 11:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., daily, offer¬ 
ing indoor and outdoor dining. 
They also have daily specials, 
aside from an extensive menu; 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son. 

We noticed a steady stream 
of islanders coming for lunch 
in the pleasant surroundings or 
picking up take-out containers; 
always a sure sign of a winner 
is where the locals like to eat! 
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Your One Stop Sunglass Boutique 

with The Largest Selection by The Worlds Best Designers 

"Christmas Sale" 15% Discount on 

Limited time 


Only 


Sunglass Boutique 


Offer exclude?: Chanel! Mau Jim, Carrera 


RENAISSANCE MALL & MARKETPLACE * AVENTURA MALL • PALM BEACH PLAZA • HOLIDAY INN RESORT 
Phone: (297) 583 9690 www.sunspecs.net // info@sunspecs.net 


EMILIO PUCCI 


TOM FORD VERSACE GUCCI 
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S 
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Charlie Koolman’s Rancho Behia gets 


visit from Minister of Agriculture... 
and Charlie is delighted! 



Last week Minister Oduber, in 
charge of LVV, the department 
of Agriculture, Husbandry and 
Fisheries, paid a courtesy visit 
to Rancho Behia where he met 
proprietor Charlie Koolman. 

Here Oduber got a detailed 
explanation of how peanuts are 
planted and harvested. 

Mr. Koolman, an avid agri¬ 
culturist, has an impressive 
plantation of watermelon, 
melon, okra, and a gigantic 
plantation of peanuts. His 
peanut harvest yields in the ex¬ 
cess of 100 kilos per day. 
Koolman’s plantation is but a 
hobby and is a family affair. 

The minister was impressed 
with this type of activity where 
agricultural skills are passed 
on from one generation to an¬ 
other and the love for planting 
is inculcated into young chil¬ 
dren who in turn will keep this 
important sector alive for gen¬ 
erations to come. 

Oduber’s vision is to pro¬ 
vide incentives to help pro¬ 
mote agriculture among our 
people, and to provide the nec¬ 
essary tools to ensure that this 
sector of our economy can 
continue to grow with more 
people taking advantage of the 
opportunity to plant. 

It is in this vein that the De¬ 
partment of LVV has em¬ 
barked on a new approach to 
those involved in agriculture, 
providing better service, and 
critical information to support 
their efforts. LVV has become 
more pro-active and agricul¬ 
tural entrepreneurs are ex¬ 
tremely pleased with the new 
service and support. 

Member of LW’s Manage¬ 
ment Team, Nathalie Maduro, 
was on hand to demonstrate 
the Team’s commitment to the 
efforts of all agricultural en¬ 
deavors on the island. 

Charlie Koolman expressed 
his satisfaction with the gov¬ 
ernment’s new approach to 
agriculture and for the dedi¬ 
cated interest shown to all agri¬ 
culturists on Aruba. 



Magriet Pourier is another 
winner of SETAR N.V.’s 
“One Minute Shopping Spree” 


Magriet Pourier has been cho¬ 
sen as one of the happy win¬ 
ners of SETAR N.V.’S “One 
Minute Shopping Spree.” She 
chose Hong Kong in San Nico¬ 
las as her supermarket. 

As part of its Christmas 
campaign, all SETAR clients 
receive a ticket to participate 
for the chance to win. Winners 
can pick the supermarket of 
their choice to shop and fill 


their cart for a maximum value 
of Afls.l, 000 in one-minute- 
time. 

Mrs. Pourier was assisted 
by her daughter- in-law to on 
her run and together they man¬ 
aged to fill two carts full. 

Photo shows Mrs. Pourier 
with her daughter-in-law dur¬ 
ing their “One Minute Shop¬ 
ping Spree.” 


Adapted happy 

WHEELS 


Wanna have a happy and Fun Day 

at you FAVORITE beach 
FOR only $35,- A day 
You choose the beach 
Wifi pick you upl 




Specially designed for 
handicapped accessibility. 



f 568-4787/593-0812 

palm beach 472 
Must make Reservations! 
adapted h a ppyw heelsfhot tnai I, com 
www.ada pted aruba.waju, c om, ve 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Native of 
Ankara 
5. Liquid 
measure 
9. Shed tears 

12. Algerian 
seaport 

13. German river 

14. Color 

15. Auction 

16. Finish 
second 

17. _Arbor 

18. Vest’s lack 

20. Pack down 


22. Speech defect 

24. Adolescent 
years 

27. Obstruct 

30. Sweetsop 

32. Stumble 

33. Bard’s before 

34. Roman 
household 
gods 

36. Harem part 

37. Helper 

39. Frost 

40. Clear profit 

41. Coquettish 
one 


43. Evil look 
45. Starchy 
rootstock 

47. Bath or cake 
51. Extinct bird 
53. Border on 

55. Actor 
Coleman 

56. Table scrap 

57. Burrowing 
animal 

58. Border lake 

59. Summer shirt 

60. Nobleman 

61. Rubies 

DOWN 

1. __a coin 

2. Asian river 


3. Breathing 
sound 

4. Genuflect 

5. Guiding 
principle 

6. Wedding 
response 

7. Cozy home 

8. Act as host 

9. Escort 

10. Sprint 

11. Longing 

19. Small 

perfume 

bottle 

21. Assembled 
23. Danger 

25. Brood of 
pheasants 

26. Young oyster 

27. Inattentive 

28. Seed covering 

29. Ponder 

31. School term 

35. Ooze 

38. Time period 

42. Walk hard 
and long 
44. Pilot’s 
4 ‘okay” 

46. Woodwind 
instrument 

48. Nostril 

49. Network 

50. Potato buds 

51. Clever 
remark 

52. Mine product 
54. Rubber tree 



Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 

HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudoki 




1 j 

3 

6 


2 




6 




8 



3 

9 

4 





1 

6 

2 



3 


4 



9 


5 





3 





8 


9 



6 


4 



9 

4 

8 





6 

7 

5 



6 




4 




2 


7 

5 

9 



o 

P: 

:d 

-j 

o 

oo 


l 

6 

9 

L 

P 

z 

8 

9 

0 

P 

8 

Z 

0 

9 

6 

i 

9 

Z 

9 

L 

0 

9 

l 

8 

P 

6 

z 

0 

P 

Z 

9 

9 

l 

6 

Z 

8 

Z 

i 

8 

6 

0 

L 

9 

P 

9 

9 

9 

6 

8 

0 

P 

Z 

0 

l 

Z 

Z 

9 

1. 

6 

0 

9 

8 

P 

6 

0 

V 

P 

8 

9 

Z 

Z 

9 

8 

9 

P 

Z 

Z 

9 

0 

l 

6 


Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 



Honda yesterday announced the recall of nearly 36,000 vehi¬ 
cles in the United States because of a defect which could lead 
to excessive corrosion in areas where road salt is used exten¬ 
sively. (AFP PHOTO) 


Spain’s economic recovery stalls 


GDP change on year GDP quarterly growth 

("i %} (in %) 



2CQ8 ‘ ' 2009 2010 




A chart showing the evolution of Spain’s GDP per quarter 
since 2008 and annually since 2006. Moody’s rating agency 
threatened Wednesday to downgrade Spain’s credit rating, 
hammering markets as it warned of a 170-billion-euro refi¬ 
nancing challenge ahead in 2011. 


Venezuela increases state 


control over banks 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AFP) 
- Venezuela's legislature ap¬ 
proved a law early yesterday 
increasing state control over 
the banking system in what the 
opposition warned was a pre¬ 
lude to nationalization. 

The law strengths the 
power of the superintendence 
of banks "to control and apply 
sanctions against the institu¬ 
tions and persons that form 
part of the financial sector." 

It declares the banking sys¬ 
tem a public utility, places li¬ 
mits on the formation of fi¬ 
nancial groups and bars banks 
from having an interest in bro¬ 
kerage firms or insurance com¬ 
panies. 

It was the latest in a series 
of measures that President 
Hugo Chavez has sought to 
ram through the National As¬ 
sembly before January, when 
he loses the near absolute con¬ 
trol over the legislature that he 
has enjoyed since 2005. 

Chavez, speaking to the na¬ 
tion late Thursday, said he has 


"nearly ready" some 20 laws 
that he will announce as soon 
as the legislature grants him 
decree-ruling powers. 

Chavez asked for the spe¬ 
cial powers to quickly deal 
with heavy rain and flooding 
of the past weeks that has 
killed 38 people and affected 
some 130,000. 

But the opposition charges 
that his aim is to amass power 
at a time when the opposition 
is poised to gain greater repre¬ 
sentation in a new National As¬ 
sembly in January. 

These laws are being ap¬ 
proved "without any type of 
control, without any type of 
consultation," said deputy-elect 
Julio Borges. "They have a sin¬ 
gle purpose: to give the govern¬ 
ment more power and to take 
power away from the people." 

The Venezuelan state al¬ 
ready owns about 25 percent 
of the banking system due in 
part to a series of government 
takeovers of financially trou¬ 
bled banks. 


Madoff investor's estate forfeits 
7.2 billion dollars 



NEW YORK (AFP) - Thou¬ 
sands of people who lost 
money in Bernard Madoff s 
Ponzi scheme got good news 
yesterday when the estate of 
an investor who earned a for¬ 
tune from the fraud agreed to 
surrender 7.2 billion dollars. 

The money from estate of 
late Madoff ally Jeffry Pi- 
cower "is the largest forfei¬ 
ture recovery in US history," 
federal prosecutor Preet 
Bharara told a press confer¬ 
ence. 

"The entire 7.2 billion dol¬ 
lars will be distributed to the 
victims. We expect to distri¬ 
bute the money in the new 
year," he added. 

Court-appointed trustee Ir¬ 
ving Picard is clawing back 
money from Madoff family 
members and investors who 
profited from the decades- 
long pyramid scheme, or 
Ponzi fraud, the biggest in 
Wall Street history. 

The big haul from Pi- 
cower's estate quadruples the 
size of the trustee's fund. 

Picower, who made bil¬ 
lions as one of Madoff s top 
investors, died October 2009 
of a heart attack in his Florida 
swimming pool, just under a 


year after Madoff was ar¬ 
rested. 

His widow, Barbara Pi¬ 
cower, said: "It is a great 
tragedy that my husband Jef¬ 
fry's sudden and untimely 
death last fall prevented him 
from seeing the timely and 
full restoration of his reputa¬ 
tion for honesty, integrity and 
professional achievement. 

"He was committed to 
overcoming the devastation 
resulting from Bernard Mad¬ 
off s fraud by reaching a fair 
and generous settlement with 
Mr Picard." 


Madoff, serving a 150- 
year prison sentence, was ar¬ 
rested in December 2008 and 
pleaded guilty in Manhattan 
federal court to running a 
Ponzi scheme that Picard has 
estimated lost some 20 bil¬ 
lion dollars of investors' 
money. 

Prior to the 7.2 billion haul 
announced yesterday, Picard 
had recouped some 2.6 bil¬ 
lion dollars, partly through 
confiscation of Madoff fam¬ 
ily properties and auction of 
personal belongings. 


Euro rescue pledges fail to dispel 
market unease 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AFP) 
- European Union leaders 
yesterday vowed to defend 
debt-plagued euro nations 
with a permanent bailout 
mechanism, but their pledges 
made little impression on 
markets as Ireland was hit 
with a punishing debt down¬ 
grade. 

EU President Herman Van 
Rompuy, speaking at the 
close of a two-day EU sum¬ 
mit, said plans to rewrite a 
key treaty and to set up the 
emergency rescue fund from 
mid-2013 would make the 
eurozone "more crisis-proof." 

The successor to a tempo¬ 
rary, IMF-backed trillion-dol- 
lar facility created after a debt 
crisis rocked Greece, would 
anchor "a comprehensive re¬ 
sponse to any challenges, as 
part of the eurozone's new 
economic governance." 

But analysts were quick to 
fault the deal for its lack of 
substance and absence of de¬ 
tail. 

European stock markets 
fell yesterday, also weighed 
down by news of a sharp 
downgrade on Irish debt. 

Moody's Investors Service 
said said it had slashed Ire¬ 
land's sovereign credit rating 


by five notches, citing in¬ 
creased uncertainty over the 
country's economy and pub¬ 
lic finances. 

Ireland, struggling to rein 
in debt, was recently ac¬ 
corded an 85-billion-euro 
(113 -billion-dollar) EU-IMF 
bailout, a rescue that fol¬ 
lowed similar action on be¬ 
half of Greece in May. 

In London, FTSE 100 
index shed 0.16 percent to 
finish at 5,871.75 points 
while in Paris the CAC 40 
lost 0.54 percent to close at 
3,867.35. The Frankfurt 
DAX fell 0.60 percent to 
6,982.45. 

The euro too came under 
downard pressure against the 
dollar, which was bolstered 
by positive US economic 
data. 

German Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel said the EU sum¬ 
mit "clearly stated that the 
euro cannot be dissociated 
from Europe" and insisted 
that the size of the future 
bailout fund, poised to intro¬ 
duce penalties for private- 
sector holders of government 
debt, would be "convincing." 

Alongside Ireland, Greece 
has also had to call in emer¬ 
gency EU-IMF loans, with 


Portugal, Spain, Belgium and 
even Italy likewise consid¬ 
ered at risk by experts going 
into 2011. 

British Prime Minister 
David Cameron, more inter¬ 
ested in crimping the bloc's 
budget for the next decade, 
wanted to ensure that non- 
euro London — which volun¬ 
teered loans for Ireland — 
would not be required to par¬ 
ticipate in future rescues. 

"What Britain has secured 
in black and white is a clear 
and unanimous agreement 
that from 2013 Britain will 
not be dragged into bailing 
out the eurozone," Cameron 
said 
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Spectacular Xmas 
Collection at ShabbyShic! 



ShabbyShic is always mak¬ 
ing sure they have a beautiful 
assortment in dresses and ac¬ 
cessories. If it is for a wed¬ 
ding, cocktail party or just a 
night out you will find it at 
ShabbyShic! 

ShabbyShic is introducing 
a whole new range of 
women’s wear that ranges 
from sizes 4 up to size 16. 

The trendy establishment 




always understands even the 
smallest needs of the modern 
women.They will cater to all 
your needs. 

ShabbyShic’s latest col¬ 
lection presents a wide vari¬ 
ety of options to choose from, 
depending upon the prefer¬ 
ence of the customers, in¬ 
spired by the latest 
international magazines col¬ 
lection. 

ShabbyShic is known as a 
fashionhouse, besides their 
dress collection they are also 
known for everything that is 
fashion related, ranging from 
clothing, belts, bags, shoes 
and jewelry. Customers will 
instantaneously fall in love 
with what they have. 

ShabbyShic is located at 
Avenida Milio Croes 12. 
Opening hours are from 10:00 
a.m. - 7:00 p.m. nonstop from 
Monday thru Saterday. 

ShabbyShic is a very 
unique store on the island of 
Aruba and you will surely 
enjoy the ambience the store 
gives to its customers!!! 


Sunday: NFL tail-gate BBQ from 10:30 a.m. 


Buster’s Garage in South Beach Center: 
One place for the whole family family 



Buster’s Garage, a New York 
City landmark, made its way 
to Aruba about a year ago, 
and found a new home at the 
South Beach Center across 
from the Radisson Resort. 
Dedicated to the sports fa¬ 
natic, the spacious but homey 
interior is the perfect place to 
keep up with your favorite 
team and have a great meal. 

Fun for all the family, 
Buster’s has typical sport bar 
fare such as chicken wings, 
quesadillas, calamari rings 
for munching while watching 
the main event on 24 giant 
plasma screens. Every seat is 
good seat for catching all the 
action. Open from noon for 
lunch or dinner, it has plenty 
of distractions for the 
younger crowd, including 
foosball, and a video arcade, 
so Mom and Dad can relax 
and enjoy their meal. 

The moderately priced 
menu includes all your fa¬ 
vorite finger foods and a 
great selection of local and 
imported beers. Customer re¬ 
views gave Buster’s Garage 
4.5 stars out of 5 on yellow- 
pages-aruba. com; one de¬ 
clared “my wife and I 
happened to stumble upon it 
-but what a find!” Another 
stated “Owner Rusty is so 
down to earth. The food was 
very good and the prices 
were outstanding for the 
High-Rise area. Aruba 
needed a place like this.” 

Buster’s regularly organ¬ 
izes special events with live 
music. At 10 p.m. it turns into 
a cozy adult hangout; 18 
years and over only allowed, 
with a D J on duty nightly and 
boasting the only beerpong 
table on Aruba. Aside from a 
great place to root for the 
home team or your favorites 
during playoffs and champi¬ 
onships, they regularly carry 


all UFC fights & WWE 
events. 

Buster’s is a great place 
where island visitors and res¬ 
idents mix and mingle; Mon¬ 


day to Thursday they close at 
2:00 am., weekends at 4:00 
a.m. 

by Rosalie Klein 
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Obese New Zealanders put 
the squeeze on cemeteries 



WELLINGTON, New Zea¬ 
land (AFP) - New Zealanders’ 
expanding waistlines are creat¬ 
ing a weighty problem for fu¬ 
neral directors, who cannot fit 
cadavers in their crematories 
and have resorted to selling 
double burial plots, reports 
said Friday. 

Funeral Directors Associa¬ 
tion of New Zealand president 
Tony Garing said the size of 
the standard coffin had in¬ 
creased as obesity rates soared. 

"Caskets are getting wider 
to accommodate people, so it 



DO NOT use 


your mobile 
while DRIVING 


is the width that is the issue," 
he told new agency NZPA, 
adding the standard coffin was 
now 58 centimetres (23 
inches) at the shoulder, up 
from 48 centimetres. 

Noelene Mudgway, man¬ 
ager of Auckland’s Manukau 
Memorial Gardens, said cre¬ 
mation was not an option for 
some families saying their last 
farewell to a supersized loved 
one. 

"Our cremators aren't wide 
enough to take people who are 
severely obese," she said. 

Mudgway said the ceme¬ 
tery tried to accommodate 
large coffins by burying them 
in plots at the end of a row, 
where they would not en¬ 
croach on other graves. 

But she said the solution 
sometimes involved selling 
families two adjoining plots, 
each 1.2 metres wide, at a cost 
of 2,520 dollars (1,865 US) 
each. 

One-in-four New Zealan¬ 
ders is obese, according to the 
health ministry, rising to al¬ 
most two-in-three among the 
country's Pacific Islander com¬ 
munities. 


Pink Rant her 1 director Blake Edwards dies 





LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP) - Oscar-winning direc¬ 
tor Blake Edwards, who made 
the "Pink Panther" movies and 
the 1961 classic "Breakfast at 
Tiffany's," has died at the age 
of 88, his agent said. 

Edwards, who died 
Wednesday, worked with cin¬ 
ema legends including Audrey 
Hepburn, Cary Grant, Tony 
Curtis and Jack Lemmon in a 
career stretching more than 
half a century. 

Married to actress Julie An¬ 
drews, he also famously rated 
actress Bo Derek a perfect 
"10" in the 1979 film of that 
name with Dudley Moore, and 
won a honorary lifetime 
achievement Oscar in 2004. 

But he is probably best 
known for the "Pink Panther" 
series starting in 1963, in 
which bumbling Inspector 
Clouseau played by British 
actor Peter Sellers hunts David 
Niven's aristocratic jewel thief 
Sir Charles Lytton. 

"He was the most unique 
man I have ever known — and 
he was my mate. He will be 
missed beyond words and will 
forever be in my heart," his 
wife said in a statement. 

He died in Santa Monica 
Wednesday night "surrounded 
by his family, including his 
adoring wife of 41 years, Julie 
Andrews," from complications 


of pneumonia, 
said Edward's 
agent Lou Pitt. 

Born William 
Blake Crump in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
on July 26, 1922, 

Edwards was a 
stepson of stage 
director Jack 
McEdwards. He 
grew up in the 
film business, 
went to school 
with children of 
Hollywood stars and roomed 
with actor Mickey Rooney. 

After a brief stint as an 
actor, Edwards mastered be- 
hind-the-camera crafts includ¬ 
ing screenwriting, directing 
and producing. He began as a 
script writer for a radio detec¬ 
tive show where the first glim¬ 
mers of his humor appeared. 

The "Pink Panther" movies 
— with their infectious theme 
music scored by Henri 
Mancini — were immediate 
blockbusters, although Ed¬ 
wards did not always see eye 
to eye with Sellers. 

The men clashed on the set, 
but Edwards allowed Sellers 
to make a bumbler out of 
Clouseau and move the char¬ 
acter to the center of the plot. 
It worked. 

They made seven films al¬ 
together between 1964 and 
1978. But the relationship be¬ 
tween the two men soured, 
and at the time of Sellers' 
death in 1980, Edwards was 
working on a new Clouseau 
movie without him. 

"Peter Sellers became a 
monster. He just got bored 
with the part and became 
angry, sullen and unprofes¬ 
sional," Edwards said in re¬ 
marks on the industry website 
imbd. 

In the end, Edwards was to 
work closest with Andrews, 
who ditched her most holy 
image as the nun Maria in the 
"Sound of Music" to play a 



cross-dresser in his 1992 film 
and 1995 stage production of 
"Victor/Victoria." 

She even famously bared 
her breasts in his 1981 film, 
"S.O.B." 

Art imitating life became a 
natural and recurring theme 
for Edwards, and he was ac¬ 
cused of doing just that in 
"S.O.B.," about a director 
whose wholesome film star¬ 
ring his wife bombs. 

To save the movie, the di¬ 
rector decides to make it 
steamier and win a Restricted 
rating by adding nude shots of 
his wife, but Edwards was ac¬ 
cused of manipulating An¬ 
drews. 

Edwards named Jack Lem¬ 
mon as his favorite actor to 
work with. He played Jack 
Clay, who slides into alco¬ 
holism with his wife, played 
by Lee Remick, in the 1962 
film "Days of Wine and 
Roses.". 

Edwards' films range 
widely in subject, including 
the coming-out story of 
"Breakfast at Tiffany's," 
adapted from the Truman 
Capote novel, earning Oscars 
for Hepburn, Mancini and 
Johnny Mercer, who wrote the 
lyrics to "Moon River." 

Edwards is survived by An¬ 
drews, his second wife whom 
he married in 1969, along with 
their five children, seven 
grandchildren and two great¬ 
grandchildren, his agent said. 


Giant pink snails take over Miami Beach 



MIAMI, Florida (AFP) - 
Dozens of giant pink snails 
have invaded Miami Beach 
in what appears to be a 
bizarre cartoon migration 
along Florida's sun soaked 
coast, but is fact an art project 
to promote a clean environ¬ 
ment. 

The international REgen- 
eration Art Project, which has 
already made its mark in 
Paris, Milan and Prague 
among other cities, will re¬ 
main in this tourist-favored 
beach community until Janu¬ 
ary 3, said organizers Crack¬ 
ing Art Group. 

The 45 colorful mollusks, 


which are made of 
recycled plastic, are 
intended to "play 
with the city in 
order to rebuild it 
ideally and men¬ 
tally," said the inter¬ 
national artistic 
collective Cracking 
Art Group, which 
has joined forces 
with Italy's Galleria 
Ca d’Oro for the 
project. 

Placed throughout the city, 
the huge pink snails are "de¬ 
signed to inspire a commu¬ 
nity-wide conversation about 
the importance of recycling 


and its environmental impact, 
while leaving a potent artistic 
trace on the Miami Beach 
community," said the organ¬ 
izers. 
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Recordman Lochte destroys 
field for third gold 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi¬ 
rates (AFP) - Ryan Lochte 
destroyed a classy field to 
claim a third gold medal and 
a second world record at the 
World Short Course Champi¬ 
onships in Dubai last night, 
beating the former world 
mark by just over a second. 

The US swimmer's 
1:50.08 swim was 2.83 sec¬ 
onds ahead of Austria's silver 
medalist, Markus Rogan and 
3.48 in front of his compa¬ 
triot, Scott Clary. 

"This is amazing. I started 
very fast and did a very fast 
last 25m and the result is a 
world record. I just focused 
on going out faster than the 
rest of the field," said Lochte, 
whose medal spree so far this 
championship also includes 
gold in the 200m freestyle 
and a world record in the 
400m individual medley. 

"When I was doing back- 
stroke I looked up at the 
screen and saw I was just in 
front of the world record line 
and that motivated me to the 
breaststroke and freestyle." 

Also taking home some 
hardware was Swedish pow¬ 
erhouse, Therese Alshammar, 
who won the women's 50m 
butterfly in a new champi¬ 
onship mark of 24.87. Aus¬ 
tralia's Felicity Galvez was 
snapping at her heels in sec¬ 
ond and a time of 24.94. 

"It was always going to be 
tough, it's been a catfight be¬ 
tween the both of us all the 
way through the heats and the 
semi-finals," said Galvez. 

"But I have to be happy 
with that time. It was a life¬ 
time best and I can't com¬ 
plain, but there are always 
things I can improve on. 
Maybe next time." 

Alshammar's win took her 
all-time tally of medals won 
at a short course world cham¬ 
pionship to 16, one short of 
the USA's Jenny Thompson. 

Brazilian Cesar Cielo was 
the emotional victor of the 
men's 50m freestyle, claim¬ 
ing a championship record on 
the night in a time of 20.51, 
Frederick Bousquet was sec¬ 
ond in 20.81 while Josh 
Schneider was third in 20.88. 

Germany's Paul Bieder- 
mann silenced the critics who 


call him 'Mr Suit,' referring to 
his dip in form since last 
year's FINA suit ban, clinch¬ 
ing gold in the 400m 
freestyle, starting from lane 
eight. 

"I was a little disappointed 
with my early swims," he 
said after a lacklustre per¬ 
formance in the 200m 
freestyle on the opening day. 
Biedermann had been swim¬ 
ming behind eventual bronze 
medalist, Oussama Mellouli 
from Tunisia and Russia's 
Nikita Lobinstev and made 
his move in the final 50m, 
finishing in 3:37.06 

"It was not my plan to win 
like that," he said. "I just kept 
my eye on Nikita and pushed 
as hard as I could. They call 
me 'Mr Suit', but I'm training 
harder than ever to prove my 
critics wrong." 

The tussle between Japan's 
Naoya Tomita and Hungary's 
Daniel Gyurta continued in 
the final of the 200m breast¬ 
stroke. Tomita had broken the 
championship record in his 
semi-final before Gyurta 
broke it again in the next 
semi. 


In the evening's final, 
Tomita had the last laugh, 
breaking the championship 
record once more to win gold 
in a time of 2:03.12. Gyurta 
had to be content with 
2:03.47. 

"I have raced against him 
a number of times and I don't 
just consider Daniel my com¬ 
petition, I consider everyone 
my competition," said a jubi¬ 
lant Tomita. 

Gyurta warned that the ri¬ 
valry was not over. 

"He won this time but wait 
until next time," he said. 

The Chinese women are 
dominating the relay at this 
meet, with the foursome of 
Zhao Jing, Zhao Jin, Liu Zige 
and Tang Yi just missing out 
on a world record by .32sec 
after finishing in 3:48.29 in a 
very close final. 

Natalie Coughlin, Re¬ 
becca Soni, Dana Vollmer 
and Jessica Hardy won silver 
for the USA in 3:48.36, while 
Australia's Rachel Goh, Re¬ 
becca Soni, Felicity Galvez 
and Marieke Guehrer took 
bronze in 3:48.88 


US ice queen Kwan 
says comeback unlikely 



SINGAPORE (AFP) - US 
ice queen Michelle Kwan 
misses competitive figure 
skating a lot but the five-time 
world champion says a return 
to the rink is unlikely, as fin¬ 
ishing grad school is her pri¬ 
ority right now. 

"I do miss it. I miss it so 
much," superstar Kwan told 
AFP in an interview in Singa¬ 
pore, but said it was "un¬ 
likely" she would compete 
again at the highest level. 

A nine-time US champion, 
Kwan had contemplated 
making a return to qualify for 
the Vancouver Winter 



For all your Car Wash needs Pickup service available 
Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
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Olympics for another shot at 
the elusive gold medal. 

But she eventually de¬ 
cided that completing her 
graduate course at Tufts Uni¬ 
versity near Boston, where 
she is studying for a master's 
degree in international af¬ 
fairs, was more important. 

"If you ask any of my 
close friends and family, I 
don't have any commitment 
issues in terms of going after 
what I want, and that was the 
thing," said Kwan, who 
trained extensively to see 
whether she could still do her 
trademark triple jumps and 
spins before Vancouver. 

"I had to make a very 
tough decision to focus on 
school as oppose to focusing 
on skating. 

"And I said, 'Oh well 
what's most important for me 
right now is grad school,' and 
so I kind of took that path." 

Kwan, 30, is the most dec¬ 
orated American figure skater 
in history. 

She won an unprecedented 
43 major titles, including five 
World Championships and 
nine US Championships — 
including eight in a row from 
1998 — with only an Olympic 
gold medal missing from her 
illustrious career. 

She settled for silver at the 
1998 Nagano Olympics and 
bronze in 2002 at Salt Lake 
City. 
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Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
^ Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Infamous doping test 
list to be destroyed 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Drug 
test information for more 
than 100 Major League Base¬ 
ball players that was seized 
by federal authorities in 2004 
will be destroyed to end a six- 
year legal fight, the New 
York Times reported Friday. 

The names of players who 
tested positive for steroids in 
a 2003 pilot test program 
were to have remained secret, 
players having been told they 
were being tested on an 
anonymous basis to see if a 
need for greater testing ex¬ 
isted. 

US home run king Barry 
Bonds and fellow slugging 
stars Alex Rodriguez, 
Sammy Sosa, Manny 
Ramirez and David Ortiz 
were among about 100 play¬ 
ers were linked to those pos¬ 
itive tests last year in reports 
by the Times and Sports Il¬ 
lustrated. 

The US Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled last 
September in favor of the 
major league players union, 
saying authorities must de¬ 
stroy the list. 

A 90-day period to appeal 
to the US Supreme Court 
ended Monday with no such 
move. 

Authorities went after test 


results connected to the 
BALCO steroid scandal in 
2004, trying to determine the 
truthfulness of responses to 
grand jury questioning about 
whether or not players had 
ever taken performance-en¬ 
hancing drugs. 

When the union said they 
would challenge an order to 
provide the 2003 test results, 
federal authorities seized re¬ 
sults for 10 players linkd to 
BALCO as wel as all other 
players who tested positive. 

The union immediately 
challenged the legality of the 
move, setting off six years of 
legal wranging that finally 
ended this week. 

Courts allowed authorities 
to retain the positive test for 
Bonds to use at his trial in 
San Francisco, set to begin in 
March, on charges Bonds lied 
under oath when denying he 
had used performance-en¬ 
hancing drugs, the Times re¬ 
ported. 

The 2003 tests produced 
positive results from more 
than five percent of players, 
leading to the ongoing Major 
League Baseball doping test 
program for performance-en¬ 
hancing drugs that began in 
2004 with punishments for 
violations. 


FOR RENT 


Beautiful house in Tanki 
Leendert 

Fully furnished with A/C 
1 Bedr., with patio, 1 Bathr., Living and 
Dining room, Kitchen 
Close to Down Town and Hotel area 


Afl. 1.300,- p/m 


(excl: electricity) 
call: 5606800 - 7403696 
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McNabb benched, might be sent packing by Redskins 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Donovan McNabb has been 
benched in favour of Rex 
Grossman as starting quarter¬ 
back for the Washington Red¬ 
skins, who announced the 
switch Friday and said McN¬ 
abb might not be with the 
NFL team next season. 

Washington will travel to 
Dallas to face the arch-rival 
Cowboys on Sunday in a 
game that will have no im¬ 
pact on the playoff race. John 
Beck will serve as the backup 
to Grossman rather than hav¬ 
ing McNabb ready as the first 
substitute. 

Redskins coach Mike 
Shanahan said Friday that he 
told McNabb of the switch on 


Thursday and added that he 
wants to evaluate other quar¬ 
terbacks in the final games of 
the season since the Redskins 
have been eliminated from 
playoff hope. 

One month after signing a 
five-year deal worth 78.5 
million dollars, McNabb 
might be released by the Red¬ 
skins for only the guaranteed 
signing bonus amount of 3.5 
million dollars. 

"He has not been more 
disrespected his whole career 
than he has this season," Mc- 
Nabb's agent, Fletcher Smith, 
told ESPN. "It’s absolutely 
ridiculous." 

The Redskins, 5-8, have 
lost five of their past six 
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Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
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SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
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POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 
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Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 


games while starter McNabb, 
34, has thrown a career-high 
15 interceptions this year. 

Grossman, who has not 
started a game since 2008, 
has thrown only seven passes 
this season. Those came 


when McNabb was benched 
in the closing minutes of a 
game the Redskins trailed at 
Detroit, Grossman commit¬ 
ting a turnover that produced 
a game-winning touchdown 
for the Lions. 


McNabb, who has thrown 
for 3,377 yards and 14 touch¬ 
downs this season, was hailed 
as a leader who might be able 
to revive the Redskins' for¬ 
tunes. 
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Chubby Panda, its Chubbylicious! 

Chubby Panda Opening hours : everyday at lZpm-lOpm, 
except Sunday 5pm-loptn 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall Food Court, L.G. Smith Boulevard # 95. 


Unbeaten fighter May weather arrested 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) - Un- 
beaten fighter Floyd May- 
weather Jnr was arrested on 
Friday on a misdemeanor 
warrant accuding him of pok¬ 
ing a security guard in the 
face outside the boxer's 
home, police said. 

An arrest warrant was re¬ 
instated for Mayweather on 
Thursday regarding the run-in 
over parking tickets and po¬ 
lice said the welterweight 


champion was arrested at a 
casino late Thursday and 
taken to the Clark County jail. 

Mayweather, 33, was being 
held without bail and is due to 
appear in court on Monday on 
charges he poked a neighbor¬ 
hood security guard in the 
face on November 15 while 
they were arguing. 

Mayweather was free on 
unrelated felony charges after 
posting bail following a Sep¬ 


tember arrest after a dispute in¬ 
volving the mother of his sons. 

If convicted of the misde¬ 
meanor batter charge, May¬ 
weather faces a possible 
six-month jail sentence and a 
1,000-dollar fine. 

The felony robbery, coer¬ 
cion and grand larceny 
charges plus misdemeanor 
domestic battery and harass¬ 
ment charges could bring 
Mayweather a total of 34 
years behind bars. 
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Blatter sorry for gay comments 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter on Fri¬ 
day apologised for saying 
that gay fans should "refrain 
from sexual activity" if they 
go to the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar. 

Homosexuality is illegal 
in Qatar and Blatter's original 
comments provoked anger 
among gay rights groups who 
said he should apologise or 
resign. 

"I regret my comment, I 
didn't want to hurt anyone. 
We are against discrimina¬ 
tion. I apologise for that com¬ 
ment," Blatter told a press 
conference here ahead of Sat¬ 
urday's Club World Cup. 

Gay rights activists have 
reacted furiously after Blatter 
joked that gay football fans 
should "refrain" from sex 


during the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar, where homosexuality 
is illegal. 

Asked about concerns 
over the treatment of gay fans 
at the tournament, Blatter re¬ 
sponded: "I would say that 
they should refrain from any 
sexual activities." 

Blatter's remarks are just 
the latest example of the 74- 
year-old football chief put¬ 
ting his foot in his mouth. 

He told women footballers 
in 2004 that the best way to 
make their sport more popu¬ 
lar would be to wear "tighter 
shorts." 

Earlier this year, he sug¬ 
gested that John Terry's al¬ 
leged affair, which led to him 
being stripped of the England 
captaincy, would have been 
applauded in Latin countries. 
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